SOCTALIST APPEAL, Mid-May, 1947,

~ Adrema Workers
‘Stand Firm

BY T. REILLY

The engineering workers of Adrema Ltd., have been on

strike since May 6th; fighting against the vietimisation of

eight active union members, four of whom are shop

stewards: they need the support of all organised workers.

In the latest statement of the
Strike Committee, 4 copy of which
has been sent to the *“ Socialist
Appeal ”, the following facts are
presented :

On this new act of managerial
provecation  being explained to
the 250 workers at a mass meet-
ing on May Tth, they decided to
cease  work until  their five
fellow trade unionists have been
re-instated.

* FPollowing the general return
to work after the lock-out im-
posed by the Engineering Em-

- : 3
¥ 3 The costs of the campaign and
ployers’ Federation, as a result ; }

financinl assistance to our three

TR B vis Trisi .
D?I the kl uel and Power {i-“j",”';' brothers over the period of the
all workers were re-engaged With | .0 oight weeks have _been
the cxeeption of three fitters, rather considerable. Conse-
whom the management stated '

guently, the committee now find
themselves in a serions financial
position, and wish to take this

they could not re-employ owing
to lack of work on the fitting
sections,

opportunity  toe  appeal to our
The Shop Stewards Committee fellow trade unionists for their
consider this statement to be finaneial support.

sofuewhat of a contradiction in
view of the fact that 18 fitters
who had been re-engaged have

This support will enable nus to
alleviate distress amongst our 250
workers and to defeat this

s:l:if_" left the company’s em- attempted vietimisation of active
Poyment. trade unionists by employers,”
In view of these facts, the Signed on behalf of the

workers at this establishment are

of the opinion thar the refusal Adrema Strike Committee,

‘;f the management !rn in;me- C. RICKETTS, Chairman.
diately.  re-engage the three v secretary.
workers, is tantamount to de- Lo MELLEL, Beceakary;

liberate vietimisation. All  communications to the

F 1 Tres .
e workers at mass meetings Irt:isur-er T
lield some eight weeks ago - in- G. Miller,
strueted the stewards to place ¢/o 69, Avenue Road,

ait embargo both on overtime and Acton, London, W.3.
on the entry of wew labour into
the works, and also to take all
the necessary steps to  enable
full publicity to be given to the
CHEE,

The Acton Local Organisation
Committee of the A.ILU. is back-
ing the strike but only partial
support is given by the A.E.U.
District Committee. The District
Committee have, however, asked
branches to send financinl aid. At
its meeting next Wednesday (14th)
delegates will press for all out
support. The Hammersmith hranch

The stewards have seenred the
support of several M,.P.s, includ-
ing Mr., William Gallagher, who
has intimated that he is pressing
the Minister of Labour to hold
an immediate enquiry into the
dispute.

In  addition, the stewards|of the A.K.U. at its meeting on
orginiged  demonstrations  both (9th May, unanimously passed a
inside nnd outside the B.LF. | resolution asking the National

Olympia, on May 5th and 6th
in an effort to hring to the notiec
of ¢ public the anti-trade
union attitnde &f the firm which
is exhibiting there.

On May Tth, the managemend
informed five of the demonstra-
tors that they were dismissed for
misconduet (i.e. for distribution
of leaflets off the firms premises).
Three of the five brothers are
shop stewards.

IBxecutive to recognise the strike.

left isolated,

in their Union branches that this
atmike  bhe  recognised. As

“ Federated ' firm this concern is
challenging the vesy basis of work-
shop organisation.

the interests of the workers !

Hotiel Workers :

21 DAYS STRIKE
OTICE

Frank Piazza Still Victimised
The ease of the vietimised worker, Frank Piazza, has

resulted in the union, rather belatedly, handing in 21 days
strike notice to the Ministry of Labour, .

maintain militant pressure against
this reactionary group of em-
ployers.

At a meeting of the unionised
catering workers, over 100 Shop
Stewards and members assembled
to hear a speech by Tom Coelirane,

If the union leaders take this
guestion  seriously, they will have
to get down to the job of rousing
all the London catering workers
for the stroggle which confrouts
them. Sinee October last, when
the right to organise was estab-

lished %y the mass strike, the Lotel [ 10 " o oo
and entering  trades bosses have | National l‘)ﬂlﬁllrilﬂ—li “‘))'fk::-%im[.‘l‘
besn trying to restore the old posh t“;“Tr hl..:"”}s:il I::Icil !!:N-Lm," union
jon. They have suceeeded in some | Vctober ’ X (LESION.
I';::::\.m"11“';:'1‘-{‘!:::::- T:II" Ti::i ft!:i'i?trl' of |uetivity is concerned is Prﬂﬂlfl('llllll}
=1l aue & . v AT » 3
the official wnion leaderslip to [Ril. With the exception o 'ht e
: Savoy group of hotels, by whem
Piazza has been vietimised, the
Hotels and Restaurants Association
has agreed to House Committees

where favourable to both sides. No
agreement has been reached with
the Catering Association which in-
volves Lyons Corner Houses, ete.,
por with the Restaurants Asso-
ciation (as distinet from the H.
and R.A.). On loeal, distriet and
national machinery there is only
tacit agreement. So that since
October the only gain has been a
local agreement with the H. and
R.A.

No wonder
are disturbed.

How the

the union members

The results of the past few mun_llls
struggles is  convineing  catering
workers of the need for their intei-

v -~ vention in the handling of union
MAY, 1943, ventior
£ s d In view aof the possibility of
P i o | failure to get DPiazza  reinstated,
Il‘-l::tmls:.;ul;!m AT e 1 1{; 7 | union members should press for
'l:hmm':s \‘-“"(.S.“"'"“” 716 o [the immediate setting uop of a
Manchestes 5 0 [central  strike committee.  All
i(quE'W('tl‘itl;””“”“ 7 6 |necessary  organisational details
N chetie . o 5 |shionld be thoroughly studied and
i-l‘,;“_‘io“ """ R 1 13 4 |assistance sought from the London
West London ............ 13 4 |Trades Couneil.
Liverpool ..... - R lf :} Only a widespread effort by all
Dan e ‘3 54 9 catering workers with help from
I‘""'l"“‘ Social ....... ot N % byoader sections of the organised
Mrs. .L' """ = 8 Labour movement, ecan  hring
pnial Marxist 0 o these employers to heel.
pagie O,
Oakengates ...... - e For the #mmediate and
o unconditional reinstaiement
g of Frank Piazza !
o | "
4 For the Victory of the
0

Catering Workers over their
12th May £43 12 4 Employers !

gas engineers have, through their

London Gas Engineers’
Agreement

For eighteen months London (had been paid fpr overtime, now
time and a gquagter only will be
given. Thus the jworkers in effect,
pay for their ﬂhuljlu:r working week.
Secondly, the jenhanced rates
formerly paid ferf all working con-
ditions  commonly  classed ns
*abnormal 7, such as height, heat
and wet working now go by the
board. Another glause in the over-
time agreement | breaks a  long
cherished conditidn, i.e., originally
overtime was b on each separate
working day. Inder the new

unions, been pressing for a 44 hour
week and a substantinl inerease in
wWages,

After repeated threats of strike
action, the gas cemployers have
finally agreed to recognise the men’s
claims.

The joint shop stewards, led by
Beeton, submitted to the Execen-
tive Committee of Ship-building
and Engineering Confederation,
what they termed an overall * Com-

finally, at the beginning of May, | conditions or issge 21 days' strike

gave the gas employers the lust|pgrice, In the m@ntime the status
chanee to negotinte. Finally, the Qi was to remai

Confederation wrested a 44 hour | my. .04 fof o preparatory
“'f_"‘k_ and £ gl’.]:l.“l'f'!i pGanpss of campuign by the Bas shop stewards
t“l.;lf'rr«llh‘nﬁ wages from 2s. 9d. 10| .0 0oF Hecessard if they are to
3/~ per hour, |conduet o socce#sful battle with

whereas formerly time and a third | =such anomalous efnditions,

1,000 City of L
Workers’ Stri

indon
e

feovering mining, railways and road
jaetion ns o means of voicing their

(voice in the appointment of per-
Lgons to managerial positions.
The Adrema strike must not be | whole of the capitalist press has
It is imperative for | waxed indignant over this.-

#ll engineering workers to demand .

Foree the Union leaders to serve |

the great leader and ally L |

BY N. PENTLAND i
Within the past few months, l!iliingﬁg:_lre s ket attendants
sections of workers in industries | and speecial policé constables over

the promotion A mon-union
member of the pdvate police foree,
1,000 workers wilte cventually out

on strike for elewen days.

Great S'i_;lidari ty

trausport  have taken to strike

demand for the right to have a

The

Following the ?i]lingsgnu- stoj-

page, juttymen, ravediggers, road-
SWeepers,  sewe men  and

| erematorinm attte_ixdums, all em-
| ployed by the C pration, rallied
of to the side of ¢ Billingsgate

has
and

The latest of these strikes
recently been fought by T.

.W.1. members employed by the
City of London Corporation.

Beginning

with a strike

BY AGITATOR

war, on the part illnf the British
riuling class, was waged for a
“cheap victory and a profitable

’M

There Was No

U ‘t peace.” That is in Jine with what
ni Y we rotskyists were saying all
along. But the I.curuur‘sluaw of

N 6ih  May, the * Daily

! Stalinist policy forMfour years was
Worker ** presents a write-up of

the * unity of the Ubited Nations ”

“\""r‘;;t:mg?;:# ":;ﬁ' hltl;;ilm“f l:‘::; and support for Chmrehill and his
CXCE ! [ne e Pr P ¥ "
dinlogue which the * Worker” | " just war for freedom.

gives, here is an example:
“ Churehill is portrayed as ex-
pressing his doubts about Soviet
wilitary might and the sofficiency

You may be able to * fool some
|of the people all the time”
Messrs, Stalinists, but surely some

of Soviet reserves, and a8 |of your supporters: will call for a
SAyINg ‘I\.‘-' shall be glad if | p.10000 sheet of Sour policies in
FOU BULEHE: : the light of this latest example of
“The British and Americans

cynicism
then leave, -

* Stalin: All is understood . .. In reality, thers was of course,

,tlllﬁ \mﬂit:lii';ﬂli:m\\ i:] t ‘:f"'l"“‘i.]_“:'l:‘]; no difference in  the fundamental
ey 8 Ny wi O De arst 1 =3y
the Balkins, They want us to strategy of Roosevelt and

shed more blood so as to be able | Churehill in their attitude towards

to dictate to us later,”” the Soviet Tinion.  Yestérday, the
At the time when this was sup- | Bussian and international Stalinist
posed to be happening, the Stalin- | Press {in 10400, denouneed

ist press was landing Churchill as

and
rl‘.‘ Be

Roosevelt as a war-ionger
ngent of U.S. imperialism,

* Another scene”, uccording|morrow, they may * discover™
to the * Daily Worker,” ** Shows | again, the truth sbout Roosevelt
the late President Roosevelt in |4 they did nbout Churchill The
hiz study reading the latest news L i " his o b
and talking to an  unnamed | Pretence 185Y | s LT |, - that
Jonrnalist : capitalist  politician  (partienlarly

‘R.: How ‘éam we lelj tie Roosovelt) is progressive or is in-
Russians now? terested in peace, plays into the

hands of capitalism and deludes

J.: By invading Hurope from
the workers.

the West.
R.: Alns, this does not depend |
on me you, know.
J.: The British dream of a
l'hi'np \'i('l(rl'_\‘.
It.: Cheap victory and profit-
able peace, that is what suits
l'wmll Lid

Roosevelt's  surviving  partisans

‘Work or Want’
Dept.

will mot be over pleased at the

unflattering  implication that he

was a stooge of Churchill who, ON IDDON, the £5,000 a year
apparently, made the major de- New York Correspondent of
cisions. But, that aside, we now |, « Daily Mail " is not renowned
have" oo atoniabin uertiont | 1 1 rogmasive views. Al he
was no * Alliad nn'it.y " and the | more valuuble, therefore, is the

prehensive  Agreement ™ covering | agreement a 44 hbur week must he |
wages  and  working  conditions. | worked before ofertime rates are
This ™ agreement”™ was  their | paid.
mandate to the Confederation o At a meeting some 2,000 gas
be secured from the gas employers. l'l.l;.;illl‘l.‘l':-‘ at iborn Hall .on
Nothing less would be accepted. Wednesday, Max 7, a rvesolution
After a  series of breakdown | wus unanimonsly ecarvied calling
negotiations, the gasworkers | yuon the E.CsBo reverse these

B, U i
From LEFT ond RIGHT

| workers in a great wave of working
| elass solidarity, completely stopping
buriais, roadsweeping and clean-
ing. The strike committee stated
that they put the whole blame for

the Corporation for its arbitrary
fppointment of # non-union man to
& higher position.

The surprise of the whole strike

which completely  shook officiul
quartes  eame  when 75 union
members  operating  the  Tower

Bridge bascules stopped work and
publicly supported the City
strikers, this being the first time
|in history that Tower Bridge has
| not been operated for this reason,
By an ancient law of the City the
| bridge had to remain open for
| Fiver trade.
l Continning the anti-working class
policy of breaking strikes by the
| Government manned the bridge
with naval ratings from Chuatham.
|'To this, & leading member of the
| strike  committee correctly  re-
marked : “ Our district office should
i]lll\'-!‘ made the strike official.”
This act, far from weakening the
| high morale of the strikers, only
strengthened it For, disgusted
with the treatment of workers b
the Labour Government ou the one
hand and its eringing hefore
royalty on the other, 12 workmen
preparing  the  Guildhall for the
| royul

e I E : [the employers. return, promptly  downed
Overtime  Sell-Out | The linking off works and shop tools also.

The varions L.CCs of the Con- |stewards’ commitfees nationally is ey =
federation, without consulting the |a task of prim§ importance to Lesson Of holtdarlt-y
workers, betrayed the rank and file | secure nnited adion for the re-
on twe important items., Firstly, | versal of agreempnts that impose The strike is an object lesson to

all workers.

With swift action, one seetion of
workers after another saw the issne
at stake and  responded  with en-
thusiasm, with a solidarity from
which other sections of workers
may  Froitfully learn.

The demand of the workers to
control and ‘manage every sphere
of life themselves, is one that must
be given prime place by every
organised warker.

\:his squarely on the shoulders of

introduection of troops, the Labour |

Embargo On
Overtime

GAINS  VICTORY
FOR RAILWORKERS

The 240 railway workers of the
Parcel Department at  Liverpool
Street recorded 4 great vietory
when they foreed their employers
to meet all their demands which
were :

(1) That the nuniber of lead-
ing porters be inercbsod fronl 41
to 62. )

(2) The

number of pareel

porters  be increased from 110
to 140,

(3) That the ¥ second class
foremen be re-classified (0 Swet

class,

18 months of fruitless negotiation
got them nowhere, Tt was when

these workers went into action,
using their own methods of
struggle that a favourable result

was  achieved, An embargo on
overtime and Sunday work forced
the boss to capitulate.

| T.R.

o

of ecapitalist

CXPOSIIE
contained in This
recent  crossing
Hlizabeth,

inequality

report of his
on  the Queen
It reads in part:

“ELO0O is  wagered inm the
smoking-room every night, and
I'm surprised to find the British
bidding as strenuously as the
Americans,

* This ship is lmaden down with
money, full of fat-faced, cigar-
- smoking men), and mink-clad
women.  Over the Martinis, the
champague an later, the
brandy, they tall: ‘heatedly of the
workers, insist they're bone idle
and that the ;:n‘gﬂ&itiw tax on
tobaceo and cigarettes is a damn
good thing. " After saying this
they usually Ught an enormous

new cigar., . .,

\

“It is almosk as if there is
too much of &orything  Lere,
The menn is as dpulent ag any-
thing to be found H New York—
frout, Salmon, halibut, lobster,
shrimps, pheasants) lamb, ham,
beef, tongue, steaky and chops,
ice-cream, peaches) pineapples,
pears, apples, orangks, bananas,
thick whipped crdam, faney
caukes and biscuits, Yacon amd
eggs, cups of bouillon) cups and
glasses of everything,

* 1 do not deplore it.
report  it. Each rst-clags
passenger has paid his V1000 or
more for g one-way erossing, and
it is importantg, I sappde that
Le gets his money’s worth.'

Yes.

I merely

| Demagogy * But i

sSeems
to point to the fact that, {espite
the poster campaign of “the ibonr

Government there still remak, as
{always, a section who neither \vork
nor want. It wasn't for thisyhat
the workers put the Lalour
leaders in power,

News

SINGAPORE.
SALALC,

28.4.17.

Dear Comrade,
Just before I left
riots had started there. They
were deliberately  engineered i
order to try and split the ranks of
the Calcutta working cluss who
were due to have started a General
Strike  in sympathy with the
Caleutta tram-workers and dockers
who had been on strike sinee
Ifebruary and Janusary respeetively.
Although the Stalinist controlled
B.PT.U.C. called off the General
Strike, it did unot socceed in
stopping the rioting. One import-
ant point however, is that the main
working class areas of Caleutia

Caleutta the

such as Kiddapur, were not
affected by the trouble. 1t was in
the main confined to the middle

class and professional districts.
One of our Party comrades had

some limited suecess in forming
workers’ gunards to patrol the
troubled areas and stop  any

incidents,

President of the Mill Workers

workers in the area.

From Caleutta I went down hy
train to Madras. There a genersl
strike had taken place of
day’s duration to demand the te-
lease of Comrade Antoni Piliag,
our comrade who was leading the

Buckingham and  Carnatic Mill
\\nrk{-l:s on strike. This is the
most  important  section  of the

Madras working class. T was un-
able to see him in prison us he hal

A Strikers' iacking-Up

Society ' has been formed in

Singapore by 41  different
Trade Unions.

At the first meeting of the
Executive  Committee of  this
society, held at the premises of the
Singapore.  Federation of Trade

Unions recently, it was resolved
that finutMal belp e given td the
Singapore Traction Co. employces,
who have been on strike for nearly
three months, and that an appeal

be made to all trade  union
branches o set up sub-committees
;u organise a “50 cent. (id.)
ovation  Campaign ™  the
strikers. iy e b
This
reply

maove

CONSLIT uive
to the

x it direct
Erowing anti-kib.,..

actions and the eallous disregard |

for the workers’ wretched condi-
tions displayed by the Government,
the employers, and sections of the
local press,

From

Our Comrade Khan who is the |

Union is conducting a great fight |
and has unanimous support of the |

india

| been removed from the Madras Pen
to Ragapatan. [

I am now back in the unit pre-
Iparing to go into transit.  On
Thursday I went to the East and
| West Society again. The Stalin-
vists had arranged a debate on
L% Whether Imperialism was detri-
'mental to Asia.” The two speakers
| were pretty bad and came ont with
| the patter about culture and having
(to learn foreign languages, ete.
:Thc biggest surprise of the even-
{ing was when the speaker for im-
| perialism, a puokka white sahib,
{held up a copy of our Indian

paper “ The Spark” and com-
‘menced to read out part of it. He
was attempting to “ expose” the

| anti-imperialists, who he said, were
never satisfied becanse in this paper
they are mnow attacking Nehrn,
Patel, and evem Stalin. 1 was
‘able to answer him easily.

The World Youth Delegation
has arrived in Singapore . from
Rangoon. It ineludes a delegate
from Russia (Olga), Yugoslavin
and France. Our Caleutta com-
rivdes exposed the Russian delegate
when she was speaking in Calcutia.
She refused to answer their
questions and left the hall.

If they hold any public meet-
ings in Singapore, I'll eertainly be
I there to welcome them.
| TI'm a bit short of money at the
moment, comrade, as I'm alrendy
£23 in debt with the army, so 'l
|wait until T get back and then |
can let the Party have £25 of my
gratuities,

With
Ig'rectings.

PS.

fraternal — revolutionary
_ GEOFF.
Hope May Day in London
is a huge success.

Anti-Labour Policy
Lfin Singapore

The Government has shown un-
mistakably where its true sym-
pathies lie.  Whenever there is a
strike, the Government brings
pressure to bear solely upon the
workers,
| Worse still, indirect pressure has
(been brought on the strikers by
Lthe Government by its counten-
ancing of the use of Japanese war
prisoners by the Municipality.
There are growing signs tPnt the
authorities and certnin g 1 |
soctions  of | the employoer. ‘are
attempting to manoeuvre them-
selves info a position from where
they ecan launch a frontal ussault
on the workers' right to strike—
which right, in the last resort, is
the only thing that saves them
from nimitigated exploitation,

:'I‘lm anti-labonr element appear to
|be particularly keen on enforeing

compitlsory
workers
SEle,

arbitration. But the
:‘lll'f‘ preparing to  demon-
solidarity "GUEN_ greater unity,
they will not lmmﬁ ;'u.TK?’ SHes
interference with their oIr_-n;‘e';'lltlmof
rights, L

—_—

Thanks from a German
Family

GERMANY,

April.

Dear Friends,
received your food parcel and
the enclosed note. Your kindness
has really touched us deeply. After
80 many years of austerity it was
as if we had been transported to
dreamland. We regret that we
cannot press your hand and thank
you for your sacrifices. We are
well aware that the food yon send
us is rationed in England.
Our ecalories have been
to such an extent that we are
wasting away. In the struggle for
our daily bread people here don't
hesitate to commit the greatest de-
pravities, Robbery, murder,
thieving, prostitution and venereal
diseases are every-day occnrrences,
That is the level to which the
German people have been redueed.
The average wage of a German
worker is 35-40 marks weekly., TIs
it then so hard to understand that
workers are unable to hny addi-

redueed

tional food on
that we
rations ?

Black market price per pound of
bread is 18 marks, sugar 38 wmarks,
hytu-r 150 marks, bacon und land
150 marks, Aour 20 murks, coffee
JQ{I_ marks, potatoes, 4+ marks,
While a tin of milk\ costs 60
marks ,and 3 ozs. of choeolate 90
marks,

A second-hand shirt costs 100-
200 marks, an ounce of soap 20
marks, a pair of shoes 500-1,000

their
wiste

wages,
away- on

and
onur

marks, a new snit 2,500-3,000
marks, and a second-hand  one
1,500-2,000 marks,

In short, you ecan get  every-

thing, but not on a worker's wage.

From what I have told yvou von
can see how we live, and what it
means to us to receive a  pareel
from yon. We will remain grateful
to you all our lives,

Yours,
E.A. and Five Children,

T T PR AT LT L L e D e e T T B ST s

Help Our German Comrades !

Send Food

H. CHASE
256 Harrow Rd.
London - W.2,

4§ Orphan German
Children Queue for
Food




